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Neonatal hearing screening also known as early hearing de-
tection and intervention programs in several countries refer to 
those services aimed at the early identification, intervention and 
follow up of infants who are all vulnerable with hard of hearing. 
It’s important to know what to expect as our babies grow, because 
hearing problems can delay the development of speech and lan-
guage skills. In 1970, the American speech and hearing association, 
American Academy of Ophthalmology and Otolaryngology, Ameri-
can Academy of Paediatrics to form a national Joint committee 
on infant hearing (JCIH). The committee issued a supplementary 
statement that included a condensed list of criteria for identifying 
a neonate as being at risk for hearing impairment. Hearing loss is 
one of the most common birth conditions in new-borns with high 
risk factors. The incidence of congenital permanent hearing loss 
will be growing from 5.6 to 13.6 per 100 births by 2020 reported 
by world health organisation (WHO). Universally new-born hear-
ing screening (UNHS) as a program uses physiologically measures 
to screen for hearing loss of the infant before discharge or before 
one month of age. Therefore, all new-borns should be assessed 
with hearing screening using a physiologic measure. Early identifi-
cation of hearing loss in new-borns is a great challenging process, 
a systematic protocol-based hearing evaluation should be car-
ried out to overcome the challenge and to diagnose hearing loss 
without delay. Early diagnosis of hearing loss can help the child 
to undergo early intervention and develop speech-language skills 
without delay [1-5].
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Figure 1: Automated auditory brainstem response  
(Electrophysiological measures).
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