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Abstract
 Since ancient times, sericulture, which involves the rearing of silkworms to generate silk, has constituted a fundamental compo-

nent of both the cultural and economic fabric of India. This article presents an all-encompassing analysis of the sericulture sector in 
India, with an emphasis on its historical origins, present condition, and socioeconomic ramifications.

Ancient times marked the beginning of sericulture in India, which has historically been a major contributor to the international 
silk market. The states of Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and West Bengal, which are prominent silk-producing regions, 
have significantly influenced the perception of India as a leading silk-producing country.

The sericulture process encompasses several key stages, including the rearing of silkworms, the cultivation of mulberry plants, 
and the meticulous extraction of silk. The implementation of sophisticated technologies and scientific methodologies has resulted in 
enhancements to the productivity, caliber, and output of silk manufacturing.

In the present era, sericulture in India plays a vital role in supporting the livelihoods of millions of rural laborers and farmers. The 
industry offers employment to a wide variety of individuals, including silkworm rearers, farmers engaged in mulberry cultivation, 
and laborers involved in silk processing and weaving.

In addition to generating income, sericulture exerts a socioeconomic influence on rural development, the empowerment of wom-
en, and the enhancement of skills. Sericulture-related activities are notably populated by women, who contribute substantially to 
their economic autonomy and societal welfare.

Despite this, the sericulture sector encounters obstacles including outbreaks of diseases among silkworms, volatility in the mar-
ket, and the imperative to adopt sustainable methodologies. A holistic strategy involving government support, research and develop-
ment initiatives, and the implementation of eco-friendly sericulture practices is required to address these challenges.

In summary, sericulture in India is an industry that is culturally vibrant, historically significant, and currently relevant. Gaining a 
comprehensive understanding of the diverse ways in which this ancient craft has contributed to the economy and society is vital for 
promoting sustainable development and guaranteeing its ongoing prosperity in the twenty-first century. The paper examines Karna-
taka state in particular as an exemplary case study in sericulture. 
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Introduction
For centuries, silk production has been an intrinsic component 

of India’s cultural and economic heritage, encompassing both seri-
culture and silk science. Sericulture, an industry with its origins 
in the customs of the Indian subcontinent, has developed into a 
substantial sector that not only contributes to the international 
silk market but also holds considerable importance in the socio-
economic tapestry of the country.

Silk from India has a long and distinguished history, as evi-
denced by references to opulent silk fabrics in ancient scriptures 
and texts. The fertile soil and varied climatic conditions of the 
nation have created an ideal environment for the growth and de-
velopment of the mulberry plant, which serves as a fundamental 
sustenance for the silkworm (Bombyx mori). The advantageous 
conditions have established India as a prominent producer of silk 
on an international scale.
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The sericulture sector in India has experienced significant 
progress over time, assimilating contemporary technologies and 
scientific approaches. Not only has this development improved 
the efficacy of silk manufacturing, but it has also significantly en-
hanced the caliber and diversity of silk goods that emanate from 
the nation.

The importance of sericulture transcends the domains of indus-
try and agriculture; it plays a vital role in supporting the livelihoods 
of millions, especially in rural regions. The sericulture supply chain 
encompasses a multitude of activities, including mulberry cultiva-
tion, silk processing, and weaving, all of which contribute to the 
employment of a variety of individuals. The sericulture sector has 
emerged as a means of empowering women, particularly those in-
volved in activities related to the trade.

Notwithstanding its historical and modern significance, the 
sericulture industry encounters obstacles including bursts of dis-
ease among silkworms, volatility in the market, and the imperative 
for sustainable methodologies. It is critical to confront these ob-
stacles in order to guarantee the ongoing prosperity and viability 
of sericulture in India.

The objective of this all-encompassing investigation into seri-
culture in India is to provide insight into its historical origins, pres-
ent condition, and the diverse ways in which it influences the so-
cioeconomic fabric of the country. Through an exploration of the 
complexities inherent in sericulture, a more profound comprehen-
sion of its importance can be attained, thereby facilitating well-
informed dialogues regarding its prospective course.

Literature Assessment
Sericulture is the cultivation and subsequent silk extraction 

from silkworms. The silkworm species most frequently employed 
in sericulture are the caterpillars of the domestic silkmoth [2]. 

The sericulture industry is prevalent in 52,360 villages through-
out India. Four varieties of natural silk are produced in India: Mul-
berry, Eri, Tasar, and Muga. The basic material is utilized in the pro-
duction of silk garments, cosmetics, fabrics, yarns, carpets, shawls, 
scarves, cushion covers, and accessories [5]. 

India holds the distinctive distinction of being the sole produc-
er of all five commercially viable silks: mulberry, tropical tasar, oak 
tasar, eri, and muga. Among these, muga is particularly remarkable 
due to its golden yellow sheen, which is a trademark and exclusive 
to India. Mulberry sericulture is predominantly conducted in the 

principal silk-producing states of the nation, including Karnataka, 
Andhra Pradesh, Assam and Bodoland (Kokrajhar, Chirang, Baksa, 
and Udalguri districts of Assam), West Bengal, Jharkhand, and 
Tamil Nadu. The North East is singular in that it is the sole region 
that cultivates all four varieties of silk: eri, oak tasar, mulberry, and 
Muga. NE region silk production accounts for 18% of India’s total 
silk output. India is the second greatest silk producer globally. Mul-
berry constituted 70.72% (23,860 MT), Tasar 8.02% (2,705 MT), 
Eri 20.55% (6,935 MT), and Muga 0.71% (239 MT) of the overall 
raw silk production of 33,739 MT in 2020-21 (Provisional figures). 
The silk production in the nation experienced a decline in 2020-
21 as a result of the disturbances brought about by the Covid-19 
pandemic [9].

Specifically, the establishment of rural-based industries such as 
sericulture can be extraordinarily beneficial in terms of generating 
supplementary income and new employment opportunities. This 
sector, which relies heavily on rural agro-based labor, can also sig-
nificantly contribute to preventing rural-to-urban migration [3]. 

Despite the Indian silk industry holding a prominent global po-
sition, its production accounts for a mere 15% of the overall out-
put, with China contributing over 80% of the production. During 
the research period, India’s exports have advanced sufficiently, 
with both the quantity and value of exports experiencing substan-
tial and noteworthy expansion. An additional consequence of this 
increased growth is heightened volatility. Recently, the Central Silk 
Board, in collaboration and with Japanese technology, has been 
able to develop and popularize Bivoltine silkworm races capable of 
producing raw silk of international quality, thus increasing output. 
By means of these competitions, reforms in the marketing and re-
fining of cocoons can be anticipated, and India can aim to expand 
the export market for its domestic raw silk [8].

Consistent with recommended practices, silk production is 
input-intensive, and environmental impacts are greater on a mass 
scale than those reported for other natural fibers, according to the 
findings. The predominant source of environmental damage is the 
process of cocoon production, specifically fertilization. Significant 
deviations from recommendations exist in agricultural practices, 
with the observed impact per functional unit being greater. A sig-
nificant number of byproducts are generated as a consequence of 
the numerous processes involved in the production of unprocessed 
silk. One potential approach to mitigating the significant impact ob-
served is to enhance the efficacy of their utilization [1].

The collections of nineteenth-century Indian silks provide sub-
stantial evidence supporting the enduring and favorable regard 
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that industrialists, educators, designers, theorists, museum cura-
tors, and consumers have had for India’s silk textiles throughout 
the centuries [6].

Active political engagement and political capital are funda-
mental to the achievement of the progressive agenda and vision 
in the state of Karnataka. Initiating indicators of political inclu-
sion include engagement in civic life, political institutions, and the 
political process. The objective of this research note is to analyze 
the relationship between rural women producers’ political capital 
and participation in sericulture activities. Examining the extent to 
which women participate in sericulture is crucial, given that they 
are the primary contributors to the nation’s cocoon production. 
Formal political participation is the primary focus of the study, as 
opposed to substantive political participation. There is mounting 
evidence, according to the research findings, that formal political 
participation and engagement in sericulture activities are mutu-
ally reinforcing. Women were more effectively assisted in political 
decision-making through their membership in civic organizations 
[4].

The sustainability of this ancient and valuable material, silk, 
is frequently cited as a selling factor. Notwithstanding the sample 
size constraints intrinsic in a pilot study, our findings indicate that 
the present cottage industry manufacturing of this fiber in India 
has a considerable distance to travel before it can rival the major-
ity of synthetic fibers in terms of energy consumption. As environ-
mental centers, fertilization, irrigation, and wood consumption 
have been identified. LCA can be utilized effectively to determine 
the most efficient means of enhancing production while consider-
ing the entire production cycle [10].

In the majority of societies, women are regarded as the weaker 
sector in comparison to males. The issue of gender inequality has 
garnered global attention, leading to the establishment of seven-
teen Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 2015. The fifth most 
significant of the seventeen SDGs, gender equality is also taken into 
account in agriculture. In order to achieve gender equality objec-
tives, the current study seeks to evaluate the extent to which wom-
en’s empowerment is reflected in the marketing and production 
of mulberry silk in the Chikkaballapur district of Karnataka. The 
primary data was collected from ninety sericulture producers who 
were selected at random using a well-structured schedule that had 
been pre-tested. In order to ascertain the level of empowerment 
among women, the data were analyzed and a women’s empower-
ment index was developed. The current investigation established 

a threshold level of 0.75 for the empowerment index, which indi-
cated that satisfactory empowerment among women was indicated 
by an index value exceeding 0.75. According to the findings of the 
research, approximately 22.22% of women possessed an Individu-
al Empowerment Index (IEI) exceeding 0.75, suggesting that they 
had achieved a satisfactory level of empowerment. The 77.78% of 
women who remained were limited to the endeavor of achieving 
empowerment. It was determined that the aggregate Women Em-
powerment Index (WEI) for these sericulture-participating women 
was 0.688. It demonstrates how participation in the marketing and 
production of mulberry silk could contribute to the empowerment 
of women in the study area. Notwithstanding the fact that 60% of 
the workforce in sericulture consists of women, the desired level 
of women’s empowerment has not been attained. The researcher 
is confronted with the significant obstacle of determining how to 
enhance the women’s empowerment index to the intended degree 
[7].

The sericulture method
The sericulture process comprises an array of phases, com-

mencing with the cultivation of mulberries and culminating in the 
ultimate manufacturing of silk. A synopsis of the principal stages 
comprising the sericulture procedure follows:

Mulberry development
The silkworms (Bombyx mori) rely on mulberry plants, specifi-

cally Morus species, as their primary feeding source. Sericulture 
commences with the cultivation of these plants.

Securing the ideal growth conditions for mulberry leaves neces-
sitates meticulous administration of soil, water, and temperature 
conditions during mulberry cultivation.

Silkworm proliferation
Further development entails the cultivation of silkworms. Eggs 

of silkworms are incubated with great care until they emerge as 
larvae.

Following this, the larvae are transferred to trays containing 
fresh mulberry leaves, during which they undergo multiple molt-
ing phases, during which they consume substantial quantities of 
mulberry leaves and grow in size.

Cocoon development
When silkworms reach maturity, they initiate the process of co-

coon formation by encircling themselves with silk filaments.
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A fluid produced by the silk glands of the silkworm solidifies 
into silk filaments when exposed to air. The spinning operation 
produces a silk cocoon after several days of labor.

Acquiring cocoons
After the silkworms have finished cocooning, the cocoons are 

harvested with great care.

The cocoons are typically harvested through a process involv-
ing boiling, which softens the sericin (a protein constituent) and 
facilitates the unwinding of the silk filaments.

Throwing and reeling
Following the harvesting procedure, the cocoons undergo reel-

ing, during which the silk threads are meticulously unwound.

Throwing is the procedure by which the unwound silk threads 
are subsequently twisted together to form a larger strand.

Weaving and dying
In order to accomplish the intended hue, flung silk is frequently 

dyed.

Following this, a variety of fabrics are woven from the dyed 
silk strands using either traditional handlooms or contemporary 
weaving machines.

To conclude
Finishing procedures are applied to the woven silk fabric, which 

may consist of degumming, laundering, and other treatments de-
signed to improve its texture and appearance.

Achieved products
The end products of silk production can manifest in diverse 

formats, such as sarees, garments, shawls, and other textiles re-
nowned for their opulent allure, silky feel, and smooth surface.

Environmental conditions, rodent management, and disease 
prevention are critical throughout the sericulture process in or-
der to maintain a healthy silkworm population and produce high-
quality silk. Ongoing progress in technology and scientific meth-
odologies contribute to the enhancement of sericulture’s efficacy 
and sustainability.

Global sericulture situation

•	 Principal silk-producing nations: India and China have 
historically dominated the global silk industry. These two na-
tions produce a substantial proportion of the global silk pro-
duction.

•	 Silk varieties: Mulberry silk constitutes the predominant 
variety worldwide and is produced in the greatest quantity. 
In addition to Tussar silk, Eri silk, and Muga silk, numerous 
regions produce additional varieties of silk.

•	 Technological Progress: Incorporating contemporary scien-
tific progress and technology into sericulture methodologies 
has resulted in enhanced silk quality, augmented productivity, 
and the resolution of obstacles such as silkworm diseases.

•	 Commerce on an International Level: Silk is a highly re-
garded commodity in the realm of global commerce, and na-
tions boasting a robust sericulture sector frequently partake 
in the dissemination of silk and silk-based merchandise.

•	 The following are challenges: The sericulture sector en-
counters various obstacles, including pests that impact silk-
worms, market volatility, and the imperative for environ-
mentally conscious and sustainable methodologies. Current 
research and development endeavors are devoted to tackling 
these obstacles.

•	 Sustainable methods: An increasing focus is being placed on 
sustainable sericulture practices, such as the production of 
organic silk, in order to satisfy the demand of consumers for 
eco-friendly goods.

•	 The socioeconomic ramifications: Miliculture remains an 
indispensable means of subsistence for millions of individu-
als, especially in rural regions. It affords cultivators, silk reel-
ers, weavers, and others engaged in the sericulture supply 
chain the chance to secure employment.

•	 Investigation and development: Continual research and 
development endeavors are devoted to the enhancement of 
sericulture methodologies, the creation of silkworm varieties 
resistant to diseases, and the investigation of novel approach-
es to silk manufacturing.

•	 Cross-Border Cooperation: Sericulture-heavy nations fre-
quently engage in cooperative endeavors encompassing re-
search, technology dissemination, and knowledge accumula-
tion with the aim of augmenting the worldwide sericulture 
sector.
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It is imperative to acknowledge that the sericulture sector is in 
a constant state of flux, with its environment being impacted by 
market demand, technological progress, and worldwide economic 
circumstances. To obtain the most current information, it is advis-
able to consult official statistics, recent publications, and industry 
reports.

An overview of the sericulture sector in India
The historical lineage of the sericulture sector in India is exten-

sive, spanning millennia. India has made a substantial contribution 
to the international silk market, and sericulture has been an inte-
gral part of the nation’s economic, social, and cultural landscape. 
The following is a concise synopsis of the development of sericul-
ture in India

Historical Origins
The origins of sericulture in India can be identified in early In-

dian scriptures, such as the Rigveda, which contain allusions to silk 
and silk weaving.

Historical records indicate that sericulture had become a firmly 
established industry in numerous regions of India, facilitating the 
production of diverse varieties of silk.

Silk’s initial appearance in India
Trade along the Silk Road is frequently linked to the introduc-

tion of silk to India. Although silk was not indigenous to India, its 
advent significantly influenced the textile sector and commerce.

The golden age
Silk production flourished during the Gupta period (4th to 6th 

centuries AD), and India gained renown for its magnificent silk 
fabrics. Silk’s utilization in the production of garments, especially 
regal attire, contributed to the expansion of the industry.

Silk commerce and routes
India played a significant role in facilitating the trade of silk and 

other commodities with Central Asia, the Middle East, and other 
regions along the Silk Routes.

The mediaeval era
Various regions of India witnessed the expansion and continu-

ance of sericulture during the Middle Ages. Certain regions devel-
oped expertise in the manufacturing of distinct varieties of silk, 
exemplified by the Kanjeevaram silk produced in Tamil Nadu and 
the Banarasi silk of Varanasi.

The Mughal period
The silk textile industry was further advanced under the Mughal 

rulers, resulting in their increased prominence within the royal do-
mains. The introduction of sophisticated weaving techniques by 
the Mughals enhanced the variety and caliber of silk products from 
India.

The colonial era
The British, recognizing the economic potential of the sericul-

ture industry during the colonial period, established silk-rearing 
centers throughout India. However, challenges arose during this 
time period, such as the introduction of machine-made silk as a 
competitor.

Era following independence.
Following India’s independence in 1947, the government imple-

mented measures to advance sericulture as a method of fostering 
rural progress and creating employment opportunities.

In order to advance silk production and technology, research in-
stitutions were established and sericulture was incorporated into 
numerous Five-Year Plans.

Present-day situation
Government support, technological advancements, and re-

search and development have all contributed to the modernization 
and expansion of the sericulture industry in India over the past few 
decades.

Several Indian states, including West Bengal, Karnataka, Andhra 
Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu, are renowned for their substantial silk 
production.

Presently, sericulture maintains its significance within India’s 
textile sector, exploiting a fusion of conventional and contempo-
rary methodologies to manufacture an extensive assortment of silk 
goods of exceptional quality. The historical legacy of sericulture in 
India is indicative of its lasting cultural and economic influence and 
significance.

Importance attributed to sericulture in India
Sericulture is of considerable significance in India, incorporat-

ing aspects that are cultural, economic, and social in nature. For 
centuries, sericulture has been an integral part of Indian civiliza-
tion, making significant contributions to the progress and advance-
ment of the country in numerous domains. Key facets of the signifi-
cance of sericulture in India include the following:
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The cultural legacy
Sericulture boasts a substantial cultural legacy in India, as an-

cient scriptures and texts contain allusions to the production of 
silk. Silk has historically been linked to opulence, elevated social 
standing, and formal dress, rendering it an indispensable compo-
nent of Indian society.

Economic implications
The sericulture sector plays a crucial role in the economic land-

scape of India. It offers employment to a substantial population, 
particularly in rural regions. In addition to mulberry cultivation, 
silkworm rearing, silk processing, and weaving, the sericulture 
supply chain as a whole provides financial sustenance for artisans, 
laborers, and farmers.

Development of employment
Sericulture, being a labor-intensive sector, provides employ-

ment opportunities for a wide array of individuals. The substan-
tial workforce associated with sericulture consists of individuals 
engaged in mulberry cultivation, silkworm rearing, silk reeling, 
weaving, and trading.

Rural advancement
Rural development is significantly impacted by sericulture, 

which provides a sustainable means of subsistence for a large 
number of people in rural regions. Sericulture-related activities ef-
fectively facilitate economic empowerment, alleviate destitution, 
and enhance the living standards of those engaged in such endeav-
ors.

The empowerment of women
Females are actively involved in numerous phases of the seri-

culture process, encompassing mulberry cultivation as well as silk 
weaving. Sericulture has emerged as a route to empower women 
by providing them with avenues to cultivate new skills, attain eco-
nomic autonomy, and gain social acceptance.

International trade
Conspicuous in the global silk market, India makes substantial 

contributions to the manufacturing and distribution of silk and 
silk-based products. The silk trade on an international level con-
tributes to the economic development of India and promotes dip-
lomatic relations with other countries that produce silk.

Variation in the production of silk
Diverse varieties of silk are produced in India, each with its own 

distinct qualities and applications. A multitude of silk products, 

including Kanjeevaram silk from Tamil Nadu, Banarasi silk from 
Varanasi, and Assam silk, among others, contribute to the interna-
tional standing of India.

Customary textiles
The manufacturing process of traditional Indian textiles, includ-

ing sarees, lehengas, and various other garments, heavily relies on 
silk. In addition to being expressions of cultural heritage, these tex-
tiles play a crucial role in ceremonies, rituals, and festivals.

Technology and investigation
Technological advances and research initiatives have been en-

thusiastically adopted by the sericulture sector in an effort to in-
crease silk production, enhance silk quality, and tackle issues such 
as disease control. Government agencies and research institutions 
provide substantial funding for sericulture advancements.

In essence, the importance of sericulture in India transcends 
economic factors. It plays a significant role in upholding the cul-
tural identity of the nation, bolstering rural livelihoods, empower-
ing women, and enhancing India’s reputation on the international 
textile industry. The multifarious influence of the industry renders 
it an essential component of the socio-economic fabric of India.

Problems confronting sericulture in India 
Notwithstanding its historical and cultural import, the sericul-

ture sector in India encounters a multitude of obstacles that have 
an effect on its expansion and long-term viability. These obstacles 
affect each link in the sericulture supply chain, starting from mul-
berry farming and ending with silk weaving. Several significant 
challenges are as follows:

Outbreaks of diseases
Destroyers of the silkworm species flacherie and pebrine are 

capable of causing substantial reductions in silk production. The 
prevention and management of these maladies necessitate ongoing 
research and development.

Unpredictable market variations
The silk market is susceptible to price and demand fluctuations. 

Sericulture producers might encounter difficulties in forecasting 
market trends and maintaining consistent incomes.

Rivalry posed by synthetic fibers
The emergence of synthetic fibers and alternative materials 

presents a formidable obstacle for conventional silk merchandise. 
The market demand for silk may be influenced by synthetic fabrics 
that are less expensive and simpler to manufacture.
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Environmental aspects
The health and development of silkworms may be impacted 

by environmental stresses, erratic weather patterns, and climate 
change, which can have an effect on the quantity and quality of 
mulberry leaves.

Strict implementation of technology
The sericulture industry encounters obstacles when it comes 

to implementing contemporary technologies and optimal meth-
odologies. Progress in the industry may be impeded in specific 
regions due to restricted availability of resources, technology, and 
education.

Insufficient infrastructure
Insufficient infrastructure pertaining to sericulture processing, 

weaving, and marketing may hinder the seamless operation of the 
supply chain in certain regions. This encompasses challenges re-
lated to processing units, storage facilities, and transportation.

Quality assurance
Ensuring quality consistency in the manufacture of silk is criti-

cal for sustaining market competitiveness. It can be difficult to re-
solve variations in silk quality and maintain consistent standards.

Environmental concerns
Serum production is subject to scrutiny with respect to envi-

ronmental sustainability. In order to satisfy consumer demands, 
it may be necessary to conform land use practices, water usage, 
and chemical inputs to sustainable and environmentally favorable 
standards.

Challenges in land use competition
In particular, competition for high-value commodities can have 

an effect on mulberry cultivation. In some regions, it is difficult to 
balance the space needed for mulberry plantations with the de-
mand for other commodities.

Curriculum and skill enhancement
It is imperative to provide sufficient training and opportunities 

for skill development to sericulture producers, laborers, and en-
trepreneurs in order to enhance the sector’s overall efficiency and 
productivity.

Global dynamics of trade
Visions in international relations, tariffs, and global trade poli-

cies may have an impact on the market access and silk exports of 
India.

In order to confront these challenges, collaborative endeavors 
among research institutions, government agencies, and industry 
stakeholders are imperative. Efforts that prioritize sustainable 
practices, technology transfer, research and development, and 
training can aid in surmounting these obstacles and guaranteeing 
the sericulture sector’s enduring viability in India.

Aid from the government for sericulture
In recognition of the socioeconomic importance of the seri-

culture sector, the Indian government has enacted a range of sup-
portive initiatives aimed at fostering and fortifying sericulture en-
deavors throughout the nation. The aforementioned initiatives are 
designed to tackle obstacles, increase efficiency, and guarantee the 
sector’s holistic progress in the domain of sericulture. Prominent 
examples of governmental assistance to sericulture in India encom-
pass:

Assistance with finances and subsidies
Sericulture producers are granted financial aid and subsidies 

by the government to support endeavors including silkworm rear-
ing, mulberry cultivation, and silk processing. The purpose of these 
subsidies is to incentivize workers to participate in the sericulturist 
industry by alleviating their financial burden.

Investigation and development
Sericulture research and development initiatives are backed by 

government agencies. Financial assistance is allocated towards the 
advancement of technological innovations that augment produc-
tivity, the enhancement of silk quality through the development of 
disease-resistant silkworm varieties, and the improvement of silk 
quality.

The extension program
Sericulture producers have access to extension services that 

aim to distribute information pertaining to contemporary agri-
cultural methodologies, disease control, and the integration of en-
hanced technologies. These services facilitate the capacity building 
and enhancement of skills among sericulturists.

Infrastructure construction
Government investments are allocated towards the establish-

ment of infrastructure related to sericulture, encompassing weav-
ing centers, cocoon markets, research and training institutions, and 
silk processing facilities. This facilitates the enhancement of the 
supply chain and the entry of sericulture products into the market.
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Credit provisions
Financial institutions extend credit facilities to sericulture pro-

ducers, frequently with government assistance. This facilitates 
their investment in the apparatus, inputs, and technologies that 
are essential for the operation of sericulture operations.

Insurance programs
Insurance schemes have been implemented by the government 

to safeguard sericulture producers financially against unantici-
pated events such as crop failures, disease outbreaks, and other 
similar occurrences. This contributes to the reduction of hazards 
linked to sericulture.

Market connections
Severe endeavors are undertaken to establish robust market 

connections for sericulture products. To ensure a seamless pas-
sage of goods from the farm to the market, the government estab-
lishes links between sericulture farmers, silk reelers, weavers, and 
traders.

Development of skills programs
Skill development initiatives are implemented with the pur-

pose of instructing individuals in diverse facets of sericulture, en-
compassing silkworm rearing, mulberry cultivation, and silk weav-
ing. This facilitates the development of a proficient labor force in 
the sericulture industry.

The advancement of sericulture clusters
The government actively encourages the development of seri-

culture clusters or centers, which are centralized regions where 
sericulture activities are concentrated. This facilitates the sharing 
of infrastructure, the optimization of resources, and the enhance-
ment of the sericulture supply chain’s overall efficacy.

Transferring technology
Sericulture farmers are provided with sophisticated technolo-

gies and best practices that have been developed by research in-
stitutions. This consists of the implementation of disease control 
measures, enhanced varieties of mulberry plants, and scientific 
methods.

The combined objective of these governmental support initia-
tives is to foster a favorable atmosphere for the expansion of the 
sericulture sector, improve the standard of living of individuals in-
volved in sericulture endeavors, and fortify India’s standing on the 
international silk market.

Sericulture in the state of Karnataka 
Karnataka ranks among the most productive provinces in India 

with regard to sericulture. The establishment of proactive govern-
ment initiatives and the favorable agro-climatic conditions have 
collectively facilitated the substantial expansion of the sericulture 
sector within the state. The following are fundamental elements of 
sericulture in the state of Karnataka:

Mulberry development
Statewide mulberry cultivation is prevalent in Karnataka, which 

is a significant producer of mulberry silk. Silkworms derive their 
principal sustenance from mulberry leaves.

Production centres for silk

Several notable silk production centers are located within the 
state, such as Channapatna, Mysuru, and Ramanagara. These areas 
are renowned for their historical importance in the field of sericul-
ture.

Production of cocoon
Karnataka plays a substantial role in the production of cocoons, 

specifically those of the mulberry variety. State sericulture opera-
tions span the entirety of the supply chain, beginning with mulber-
ry cultivation and concluding with cocoon harvesting.

Diverse forms of silk
In addition to mulberry silk, Karnataka is renowned for its silk 

production of various other varietals. Additionally, the state culti-
vates non-mulberry silkworms, such as Tasar and Eri.

Government assistance
To aid sericulture, the state administration of Karnataka has 

implemented numerous programs and initiatives. To support the 
sericulture industry, this encompasses infrastructure develop-
ment, financial aid, and subsidies.

Research and development
Prominent sericulture research institutions and universities 

are situated in the state of Karnataka. Their primary objective is 
to advance sericulture technologies, breeds of silkworms that are 
resistant to diseases, and enhanced varieties.
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Universities with sericulture
The College of Sericulture at the University of Agricultural Sci-

ences, Bangalore, promotes sericulture through academic pro-
grams, research, and extension services.

Market entry
Silk product market linkages are facilitated in Karnataka 

through the organization of sericulture exhibitions, trade festivals, 
and interaction forums among sericulture stakeholders.

The empowerment of women
The empowerment of women in Karnataka has been facilitated 

by the active participation of women in diverse sericulture activi-
ties, such as mulberry cultivation, silkworm rearing, and silk weav-
ing.

Quality assurance
Quality control measures are prioritized in Karnataka to ensure 

that silk produced within the state conforms to the necessary stan-
dards. Monitoring the entirety of the sericulture process, from the 
field to the final product, is required.

Support for technology adoption
The government has adopted contemporary sericulture tech-

nologies, including enhanced mulberry plant varieties, mecha-
nized silkworm rearing equipment, and sophisticated silk process-
ing techniques.

Cooperatives sericulture organizations
Sericulture cooperatives are of paramount importance in the 

state of Karnataka as they enable sericulturists to collaborate in 
concert. These cooperatives frequently offer assistance with the 
acquisition of inputs, promotion, and financial support.

Karnataka’s sericulture industry is undergoing continuous de-
velopment, characterized by an emphasis on sustainable method-
ologies, technological progress, and socio-economic progress. Due 
to its extensive historical background in sericulture, coupled with 
governmental backing and research endeavors, Karnataka is a sig-
nificant player in the sericulture domain within India.

In 2020-21, the value of export revenues amounted to Rs. 
1418.97 crores.

A decline of 7.4% was indicated in the estimated employment 
generation under sericulture in the country, which decreased from 
9.4 million persons in 2019-20 to 8.7 million persons in 2020-21.

India is experiencing a growing demand for bivoltine silk of su-
perior quality, both for domestic consumption and for the export 
market of value-added silk products. Technical and financial sup-
port is extended by the Ministry of Textiles, Government of India, 
and Departments of Sericulture in different states with the aim of 
augmenting the production of bivoltine silk

•	 The origin is the Central Silk Board.
•	 Indications Geographical of Indian Silk
•	 Saree Baluchari of West Bengal
•	 Silk from Salem, Tamil Nadu
•	 Silk of Arani, Tamil Nadu
•	 Sarees of Molakalmuru, Karnataka
•	 Sarees of Ilkal from Karnataka
•	 Silk from Muga, Assam
•	 Ikat Orissa, or Odisha
•	 Silk from Kancheepuram, Tamil Nadu
•	 Silk from Mysore, Karnataka
•	 Fabric Chanderi, Madhya Pradesh
•	 Implementation of policy initiatives to advance the silk in-

dustry

The functional area supervised by the Ministry of Textiles is 
sericulture. Recent policy initiatives implemented by the Ministry 
in an effort to advance sericulture include the ones listed below.

2020 national silk policy
Sericulture is classified as an allied agricultural activity under 

the RKVY. This allows sericulturists to capitalize on the scheme’s 
advantages for the entirety of their sericulture operations, includ-
ing winding.

The guidelines and regulations for the CSB (Amendment) Act 
have been issued by the government. of India to establish quality 
standards for the production of silkworm seeds.

The amendment to the Forest Conservation Act recognizes non-
mulberry sericulture as a forest-based activity, permitting farmers 
to cultivate Vanya silkworms in natural host plantations located 
within forests.

Antidumping duty on Chinese raw silk-By way of notification 
No.14/17/2014/DGAD dated 4-12-2015, the Director General of 
Antidumping and Allied Duties (DGAD), New Delhi, has recom-
mended the imposition of antidumping duty on Chinese raw silk 
of 3A Grade and Below in the form of a fixed duty of US$1.85 per 
kilogramme on the landed cost of imported raw silk.
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The CDP-MGMREGA convergence guidelines have been collab-
oratively finalized and published by the MORD and MOT. The im-
plementation of these guidelines will enable sericulture producers 
to qualify for MGNREGA assistance.

The Ministry of Textiles, Government of India, is the source.

Instrumentation and sericulture
Technology significantly influences the modernization and 

improvement of numerous facets of sericulture, encompassing 
mulberry cultivation as well as silk weaving. By incorporating 
technology into sericulture procedures, it is possible to increase 
productivity and efficiency while addressing issues related to qual-
ity control and disease management. Technology is exerting the 
following influences on sericulture:

Biotechnological methodologies
The application of biotechnology facilitates the creation of dis-

ease-resistant strains of silkworms. By utilizing genetic engineer-
ing methods, the intrinsic resistance of silkworms to diseases such 
as pebrine and flacherie can be increased.

Enhancements made to mulberry plant varieties
The application of agricultural biotechnology facilitates the 

development of enhanced mulberry plant varieties that possess 
improved nutritional value, disease resistance, and yield. These 
developments are factors in the augmented production of silk.

Automated systems for rearing silkworms
Automated systems designed for silkworm rearing, including 

automated feeding systems and computer-controlled environ-
mental compartments, contribute to the maintenance of ideal 
conditions that facilitate silkworm growth, ultimately leading to 
increased cocoon yields.

Utilizing precision agriculture to cultivate mulberries
Monitoring mulberry fields is improved through the application 

of precision agriculture methods, which consist of the utilization of 
sensors, drones, and satellite imagery. Farmers are thus able to op-
timize their methods of irrigation, fertilization, and insect control.

Systems for sericulture information
By leveraging information technology, sericulture information 

systems that deliver up-to-date data on market prices, meteorolog-
ical conditions, and optimal methodologies are created. This data 
assists sericulturists in making well-informed decisions.

Applications for mobile devices for farmers
In order to furnish sericulture producers with pertinent infor-

mation regarding market trends, disease control, and crop manage-
ment, mobile applications are being developed. These applications 
facilitate farmer-to-expert agricultural communication.

GIS (Geographic Information System) for sericulture
Sericulture regions are mapped and analyzed with the aid of GIS 

technology, which facilitates the organization and execution of seri-
culture operations. It facilitates the identification of viable regions 
for the establishment of sericulture infrastructure and mulberry 
cultivation.

Reeling of silk by machine
The advent of mechanized silk reeling machines has brought 

about a modernization in the conventional methods of silk reeling. 
These instruments increase silk thread quality, decrease labor de-
mands, and improve overall efficiency.

Apparel for quality testing
Silk quality testing involves the utilization of sophisticated in-

struments and equipment to quantify tensile strength, elongation, 
and additional parameters. This guarantees that silk goods con-
form to global quality benchmarks.

E-commerce development environments
E-commerce platforms now incorporate sericulture products 

with the assistance of technology. This facilitates an expanded cus-
tomer base, thereby empowering sericulture producers and entre-
preneurs to penetrate new markets.

Environmental observation
Sericulture utilizes technological advancements to monitor 

and regulate environmental variables, including but not limited to 
temperature, humidity, and air quality. This ensures that silkworm 
rearing and silk production occur under ideal conditions.

Solar applications of energy
The integration of sustainable energy sources, such as solar 

power, is on the rise in sericulture practices. Eletrobic machinery 
utilized for water hauling and mulberry drying, among other tasks, 
aids in the promotion of environmentally sustainable sericulture.

By adopting and integrating these technological developments, 
the sericulture industry can enhance its sustainability, economic 
viability, and resistance to challenges. Sustained endeavors in re-

Citation: V Basil Hans., et al.  “A Comprehensive Examination of Silk Production and Its Socioeconomic Implications in Sericulture in India". Acta Scientific 
Agriculture 8.3 (2024): 03-15.



13

A Comprehensive Examination of Silk Production and Its Socioeconomic Implications in Sericulture in India

search and development at the convergence of technology and 
sericulture are imperative for the expansion and competitiveness 
of the sector.

Analysis of inputs and outputs in sericulture
An invaluable economic instrument, input-output analysis is 

utilized to comprehend the interdependencies between various 
economic sectors. In the realm of sericulture, the utilization of 
input-output analysis permits the examination of the interconnec-
tions and circulation of commodities and services across different 
phases of the sericulture supply chain. The application of input-
output analysis to sericulture is as follows:

Sector identification includes
Diverse industries are encompassed within the sericulture sup-

ply chain, such as mulberry farming, silkworm rearing, silk pro-
cessing, weaving, and marketing. The initial step of input-output 
analysis is to identify the sectors and their interrelationships.

Classification of input
Capital (machinery, equipment), labor, basic materials (mul-

berry leaves, silkworms), and services are all examples of inputs 
utilized in sericulture. Operating within the supply chain necessi-
tates particular inputs for each sector.

The classification of outputs
Sericulture yields various silk products, including unprocessed 

silk, silk yarn, and completed silk items. Particular sectors make 
contributions to the generation of distinct outputs.

The following are transaction matrices
The purpose of transaction matrices is to depict the movement 

of inputs and outputs across various sectors. The quantities of 
each input and output demanded and generated by each sector are 
denoted by these matrices.

Replicating effects
The calculation of multiplier effects, which illustrate the indi-

rect consequences of a sector-level change on the entire economy, 
is facilitated by input-output analysis. An instance of heightened 
demand for silk products, for instance, could result in expansion 
of production beyond the textile industry to encompass ancillary 
sectors like silk processing and mulberry cultivation.

Economic impact evaluation
By analyzing input-output matrices, it is possible to determine 

the economic repercussions of sector-specific changes on other 

sectors. This facilitates the comprehension of the interdependen-
cies among various sericulture phases and the forecasting of the 
economic ramifications that may ensue from fluctuations in pro-
duction or demand.

Sensitivity evaluation
Sensitivity analysis can be conducted using input-output mod-

els to assess the potential ramifications of alterations in input costs, 
demand dynamics, or technological advancements on the sericul-
ture sector. Strategic planning and risk management are facilitated 
by this.

Policy evaluation
Input-output analysis can be employed by governments and 

policymakers to devise strategies that promote the expansion of 
the sericulture industry. Gaining insight into the repercussions of 
modifications in one segment of the supply chain on others enables 
the implementation of focused interventions.

Resource distribution
By identifying sectors with substantial multiplier effects, input-

output analysis can provide valuable insights for resource alloca-
tion decision-making. This facilitates resource utilization optimiza-
tion for optimum economic impact.

The environmental impact evaluation
Input-output analysis has the potential to be expanded beyond 

economic factors to evaluate the environmental repercussions 
associated with sericulture operations. This encompasses the ex-
amination of resource utilization, refuse production, and ecological 
ramifications.

Through the implementation of input-output analysis in the 
sericulture sector, relevant parties can acquire significant knowl-
edge regarding the industry’s intricacies, enhance the efficiency of 
resource allocation, and arrive at well-informed choices that pro-
mote sustainable development and expansion.

Constraints of sericulture
Sericulture dynamics comprise a multitude of stages, beginning 

with mulberry cultivation and concluding with silk production, 
and consist of intricate interactions and processes. The dynamics 
of sericulture are influenced by a multitude of factors, encompass-
ing economic, technological, social, and environmental dimensions. 
The following factors significantly impact the sericulture sector:
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Climatic circumstances
Temperature, precipitation, humidity, and climatic conditions 

are all critical determinants of sericulture’s success. The health of 
silkworms and the successful cultivation of mulberry plants both 
require favorable climatic conditions.

Mulberry development
In sericulture, the availability and purity of mulberry leaves are 

crucial. Mulberry cultivation is influenced by a variety of factors, 
including the quality of the soil, the availability of water, and agri-
cultural techniques.

Silkworm proliferation
The rearing of silkworm larvae requires meticulous attention to 

detail, including the provision of an appropriate environment and 
nourishment. In addition to temperature fluctuations and disease 
outbreaks, various other factors have the potential to influence the 
health of silkworms.

Technological progress
Enhanced silkworm breeding, mechanized silkworm rearing 

equipment, and contemporary silk processing techniques are ex-
amples of technological advancements that contribute to the pro-
ductivity and efficiency of sericulture.

Market requirement
Significantly affecting the dynamics of sericulture is the market 

demand for silk products. Silk demand may be affected by econom-
ic factors, alterations in consumer preferences, and global fashion 
patterns.

Support and policies of the government
The dynamics of sericulture are influenced by regulations, sub-

sidies, and support programs implemented by the government. 
Efforts directed towards infrastructure development, research 
promotion, and financial aid all contribute to the expansion of the 
industry.

Global dynamics of trade
The sericulture sector is an integral component of the world-

wide silk and silk product commerce. Global sericulture’s competi-
tiveness is influenced by alterations in tariffs, international trade 
policies, and market dynamics.

Research and development
In sericulture, ongoing research is devoted to the improve-

ment of mulberry varieties, the development of disease-resistant 

silkworm strains, and the implementation of sustainable practices. 
Development and research contribute to the progression of sericul-
ture dynamics.

Aspects of socioeconomic status
Sericulture frequently intersects with the rural communities’ 

socioeconomic structure. The dynamics encompass the employ-
ment opportunities, gender empowerment, and revenue genera-
tion contributions that sericulture makes possible in particular 
regions.

The concept of environmental sustainability
An increasing number of factors influencing the dynamics of 

sericulture are environmental sustainability concerns. In an effort 
to reduce the ecological impact of sericulture activities, chemical 
inputs are minimized and eco-friendly practices are implemented.

Standards of quality and certification
In the silk industry, compliance with quality standards and cer-

tifications is vital. Adhering to global quality standards guarantees 
sericulture products maintain their market competitiveness and 
inspire consumer confidence.

Crisis administration
In the context of silkworm disease outbreaks, market volatility, 

and environmental obstacles, the implementation of efficient crisis 
management strategies is imperative. Prompt reactions to these 
challenges are crucial for maintaining the operational efficiency of 
sericulture.

A comprehension of and adeptly maneuvering through these 
ever-changing elements is critical for all parties involved in the 
sericulture sector, encompassing farmers, researchers, policymak-
ers, and entrepreneurs. Effective sericulture management requires 
the capacity to adjust to evolving circumstances and capitalize on 
prospects for long-term, sustainable development.

Conclusion
In summary, sericulture in India embodies a seamless fusion of 

contemporary elements and traditional values, serving as a funda-
mental component of the nation’s economic, social, and cultural 
tapestry. Owing to its centuries-long history, the sericulture sector 
has developed into a major contributor to India’s international rep-
utation in silk manufacturing. The complex dynamics of sericulture 
encompass a multitude of phases, each of which plays a vital role in 
the industry’s operation, from mulberry cultivation to silk weaving.
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In India, sericulture’s significance transcends its economic con-
tributions. Sericulture assumes a critical function in rural devel-
opment as it facilitates the empowerment of women through the 
provision of employment opportunities in the field. The sector’s 
historical importance is manifested through the manufacturing of 
high-quality silk fabrics that are utilized in ceremonial garments, 
thereby highlighting the cultural legacy of India.

Aid from the government has significantly contributed to the 
expansion of sericulture. Efforts such as infrastructure develop-
ment, financial assistance, and research and development serve to 
emphasize the dedication to maintaining and improving the seri-
culture sector. Technological progress, encompassing precision 
agriculture, automated silkworm rearing systems, and biotechno-
logical methodologies, contributes to the efficacy and competitive-
ness of the sector.

In India, sericulture encounters obstacles such as market vola-
tility, disease outbreaks, and the requirement for environmentally 
sustainable methods. In order to tackle these challenges, continu-
ous research, technological advancements, and strategic policy in-
terventions are necessary.

Karnataka, a state in India, is a notable contributor to the seri-
culture industry due to its advantageous agro-climatic conditions 
and proactive governmental initiatives. Sericulture in Karnataka 
comprises the cultivation of mulberries, the manufacturing of co-
coons, and the creation of diverse silk varieties; it makes a signifi-
cant economic contribution to the state.

When considering the worldwide sericulture landscape, India, 
and Karnataka in particular, maintains a significant position in the 
silk industry. Due to its abundant cultural heritage and wide array 
of silk varieties, the nation is a major participant in international 
commerce.

In conclusion, sericulture in India serves as an illustration of 
how traditional practices can endure in an era of accelerated 
global change. Sericulture remains a significant contributor to the 
nation’s sustainable development, cultural identity, and economic 
well-being by maintaining a delicate equilibrium between innova-
tion and tradition. With the continuous evolution of global dynam-
ics and technological advancements, it is probable that sericulture 
will undergo additional changes in the future, placing greater em-
phasis on sustainability, quality, and economic empowerment.
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